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Abstract
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The number of Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) in Malta is greatly underestimated. Official statistics rely almost exclusively on figures supplied by the GU Clinic. These do not represent the national picture and are an underestimate. Moreover partner notification has proved very difficult with most contacts never attending. The reasons for this are mainly social and will be discussed. The disease pool is therefore much larger than is apparent. The rate of known casual sex is high and reported condom use very poor. It is time we take stock of the situation and act decisively before serious escalation occurs. Serious planning at this stage will remove the temptation of knee-jerk reactions in the future.
